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Make a New Year’s resolution that is fun
to keep: Read with your child every day!
Have you fallen out of your
daily reading habit? Commit
to getting back on track in
the new year! Here’s how:
• Refresh your supply. If
your child has a favorite
dinosaur book, head to
the library to find more
books on dinosaurs and
other related topics.
• Schedule it. Add “read
together” on the family
calendar. It’s a task you’ll
actually enjoy.
• Keep it simple. Gather
books, a snack, your
child—and get started.
And remember, reading to
your child in any language
is beneficial!
• Ignore the clock. Follow your child’s cues when deciding how
long—or short—to make your reading sessions.

Listening games boost literacy skills

acy. But telling your
Listening is an important part of liter
boost this key skill.
to
child to “listen well” isn’t enough
Encourage your child to:
interest your child.
• Help out at home. Choose tasks that
watering can.
Then give specific directions. “Fill the
er the plant.”
wat
Touch the plant’s soil. If it feels dry,
child a detailed story
• Fill in story details. Read or tell your
’t remember part
several times. Then, pretend you can
? You may be
of it. Can your child complete it for you
surprised!
to “Simon’s”
• Play Simon Says. Children love listening
right hand.”)
instructions (Simon says, “Raise your
doesn’t give his
and doing what he says. When Simon
children should
permission (“Raise your left hand”)—
ignore the instruction.

Send your child on a letter search
around your home
Write a few letters on index cards or
pieces of paper. Each card should have
just one letter written
on it. Ask your child
to choose one card.
Together, see how
many objects you can
find around your home
that begin with that
letter. When you’ve found all that you
can find, try another letter!

Use ‘big words’ when talking
Children are captivated by the
sounds of long and complex words,
even if they don’t understand
them. So use “grown-up words”
in your conversations.
Don’t just say the
weather is cold. Say it’s
frigid. Tell your child
she’s delightful. Your
child’s vocabulary will
grow. And she’ll take great pride in
blurting out, “That’s scrumptious!”

Expose your child to a variety
of reading materials
Reading to children introduces them
to all types of subjects and concepts.
Together, read a variety of books and
other materials that:
• Represent different
categories, including
fantasy, poetry and
nonfiction.
• Are written in many
styles by a wide
range of authors.
• Cover interesting topics, from trucks
to butterflies to baseball.
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Poetry strengthens reading readiness
and makes reading fun!
Poetry (rhyming or not) is excellent for emerging readers. That’s
because it encourages creative thinking. Poetry also helps young
children learn that words are made up of individual sounds.
Rhyming poetry can even improve children’s memory.
To add some poetry to your child’s life:
• Create a poetry basket. Have you found
a poem your child might like? Copy
it down and put it in a basket. Later,
choose a verse from the poem and read
it together.
• Place a poem on your child’s pillow. Read
it together before bedtime.
• Make an audio recording. Record yourself and your child reciting
favorite poems together. Your child can listen to the recording
while “reading” the poems independently.

Share library tips with your preschooler
The public library is a great resource for preschoolers. With
an abundance of reading materials to enjoy, as well as fun
activities to participate
in, the library provides plenty
of opportunities to build your
child’s love of reading.
Review these important
rules with your preschooler:
• Treat library books with care
and respect. Library books
are everyone’s property.
• Return books on time. Keep
books in a special place
so they don’t get lost.
• Use quiet voices. Speak softly
in the library so that others
won’t be disturbed.
• Walk in the library and take
one book off the shelf at
a time to look at.

Q:

My preschooler is very active and loves painting and
playing with play dough. Sitting still and listening to
a story is not an easy task for my child, but I want to build
interest in reading. What should I do?
: B e creative! There are lots of ways to get an energetic
preschooler interested in reading. Since your child
has a flair for the arts, use them to strengthen pre-reading skills.
Finger paint the alphabet together, sing nursery rhymes or act out
favorite scenes from stories.
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Compare and contrast stories
with your child
Boost your child’s cognitive skil
ls
by finding similarities and diff
erences in two fairy tales. Read
two
stories together,
such as The Three
Little Pigs and Little
Red Riding Hood.
After you read,
make a list with
your child of the
elements in the stories that are
the same or different. Think
about
characters, setting and plot.

Books to delight your early reader
• F
 labbersmashed About You by
Rachel Vail. When Katie’s best
friend chooses to line up with
someone else, Katie is more than
angry—she’s flabbersmashed.
That is, until she finds someone
new to play with.
• The Snowy Day
by Ezra Jack Keats.
This winner of
the Caldecott
award tells the
tale of a boy’s
exploration of
winter in the city.
• Z
 ero is the Leaves on the Tree by
Betsy Franco. What is zero? Zero is
the number of kites in the sky when
the wind stops blowing and the
number of balls in the bin at recess.
This unique counting book explores
an often-overlooked number.
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